INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER
of explicit behaviour. But hereabouts certain substitutes
for overt muscular behaviour begin to show themselves.
Actions are imagined instead of being actually carried out.
These substitutes are (probably) first images which not
only stand for the actual objects and the actual actions,
but look and feel like them, albeit less vividly. Later,
pieces and fragments of these images come to stand as
symbols for the actual behaviour, and last of all come pure
symbols, such as are most words, which do not in any
way resemble the objects but mean them.
In man, who has the power of using this last weapon
in the armoury of response, one nevertheless sees all the
'Other stages occurring. To more brilliant light he
"responds,** quite unconsciously, by a contraction of the
pupil of the eye. To an unexpected loud noise, as a pistol
shot, he responds not quite so inevitably and certainly,
though usually, with a start. To a situation such as a
difficult puzzle he responds by a number of almost random
actions and manipulations. To some situations he responds
largely by images, as, when climbing a mountain, he hesitates
before tackling a difficult bit. Finally, he often responds,
in addition, by thought in terms of inner speech, as when
he sits meditating on some problem of policy of a more
abstract kind, say on how he should vote in an election.
To some extent these stages are passed through with
advancing years. "We grown people can tell ourselves
a story, give and take strokes until the bucklers ring,
nde far and fast, marry, fall, and die ; all the while sitting
quietly by the fire or lying prone in bed. This is exactly
what a child cannot do, or does not do, at least, when he
can find anything else. He works all with lay figures and
stage properties,9' says Stevenson. And largely it is true
that the more abstract substitutes come later.
With the growth of symbolic response there comes the
possibility of responding to very abstract elements in a
situation, the power of seeing the qualities and properties
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